England takes on International Challengers in a Different Kind of World Cup 

St. Pirans School in Maidenhead took on 12 teams from schools across the country to win the Gold Medal at the highly competitive national MindLab Olympics on June 10th. 
Kick off was at 2pm, the same time that England were playing against Paraguay and by 4.30pm they too had achieved a historic milestone. The children battled it out under tense conditions in the Henley-On-Thames Town Hall. 
The MindLab programme lessons were in evidence in the competitor’s game playing skill, strategies, self-confidence, concentration and impressive good gamesmanship.  The delighted winning teams were awarded their medals by Debbie Flood, a silver medallist from the Athens Olympics. 

 

The MindLab Olympic gold medallists (St. Pirans in Maidenhead) and silver winners (Robert Piggott Junior in Wargrave) then went on to the first MindLab International Olympics on Wednesday June 14th. 
Teams from Israel and Spain competed against our UK Champions in the atmospheric Town Hall assembly room to an international crowd gathered to watch the compelling finals. The children carried their country flags with them to play their rival teams like UN diplomats. Having battled against 40,000 children in their own country, the Israeli team won out. The Spanish team won silver and St. Piran's School in Maidenhead won bronze. 

The International MindLab Olympics opened up a new dimension of learning opportunities and experiences. For example, during the master class run on the first day, it was a joy to watch the children work in mixed pairs from different countries to solve game puzzles, although they had no common language, they communicated in other ways and worked together effortlessly and efficiently.

 

A parent, Cathy Pritchard Gordan from Berkshire said “the last two days have been such an amazing experience for the children, particularly the International environment, he’s so excited about playing children from other countries. He couldn’t stop telling his Dad how cool it was to meet and play with a boy from Israel.” Another mum, Ruth Warms said, “ They are all winners because the confidence of knowing they were national champions will always stay with them”. 

The International friendships that emerged were heart warming, one little boy from Maidenhead brought his Harry Potter book and gave it to his new Israeli friend who was deeply touched.

 

This is the first of many MindLab International Olympics.  Spain has asked to be host of the next International Olympics Finals and MindLab programmes in Scotland, Ireland, Poland, Turkey, Hungary, the USA, Far East, Spain, Israel and a number of South American countries are planning to send their championship teams. We anticipate our fine MindLab teams from England will give them some real competition! 

 

The purpose of the MindLab Olympics is not only to finish the year in an exciting way but also to provide our pupils with a chance to put the MindLab etiquette, teamwork and thinking skills into practice. 

MindLab franchisees run a highly successful after-school programme which uses board games from around the world to develop children’s thinking, problem-solving and interpersonal skills – and have fun! It also helps children to, build better personal relationships, improve scholastically, and relate and cooperate with others. MindLab creates a positive outcome for parents, teachers, schools and kids alike. 

For more information or photos please contact:

Suri at MindLab on 01628 509021, suri@mindlabeurope.com or www.mindlabeurope.com.

Note to Editors: 

The positive impact of MindLab on children’s development is supported by prestigious research which shows that children who follow a MindLab curriculum demonstrate a substantial and lasting improvement in strategic reasoning and problem solving skills as well as standardised maths and verbal reasoning tests. Over 1,000,000 students in 15 countries internationally have benefited from the MindLab programme. MindLab is a “green field” business opportunity both in the UK, (currently there are 10 franchisees) and across Europe. 

The MindLab after school programme gives franchisees the opportunity to make a real difference to children’s development, their families and the wider community. For just the price of a family car, and working part-time, franchisees can expect to make at least £20,000 to £30,000 per year. MindLab also provides a like-minded community to support and guide franchisees as they grow their business, and a proven model to minimise the risk and fear of starting a new business.  

